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Media Release 
 

For Immediate Release 

June 1, 2016  

 

District receives annexation support from the Minister of Education  

 
GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – The Board of Trustees of the Grande Prairie Public School District are 
pleased that the Minister of Education, David Eggen, has acknowledged the Board's request  to 
change the school jurisdiction's boundaries to align with the City of Grande Prairie’s new 
municipal boundaries established following annexation.  
 
As per the Minister’s letter, the Board acknowledges the transition period for those students 
currently attending Peace Wapiti Schools to continue with the Peace Wapiti School District and 
is excited welcome all students and families who choose to be part of the Grande Prairie Public 
School District.  
 
“We are very happy to have the Minister’s support and know that the transition period proposed 
will help children comfortably adjust to the change,” said John Lehners, Board Chair for the 
Grande Prairie Public School District. “With three new schools opening between now and 2017, 
we feel we can provide a breadth of opportunities and support the added growth of the City of 
Grande Prairie.”  

 
In January, after the provincial government approved the City of Grande Prairie’s application to 
annex 6,316 hectares of land from the County of Grande Prairie, John Lehners sent a request 
for support to David Eggen to add the annexed land to the GPPSD boundaries. The Minister 
considered information received from both school jurisdictions; Grande Prairie Public School 
District and Peace Wapiti School District, and announced yesterday the changes that will come 
forth for the 2016-2017 school year.    
 
To view a copy of the Minister’s letter, please visit the Publications section on the home page of 
the District website, www.gppsd.ab.ca. For more information, please call 780-532-4491. Media 
inquiries should be directed to Board Chair John Lehners at 780-832-7832.  
 
About Grande Prairie Public School District (GPPSD): The Grande Prairie Public School 
District is a learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of 
over 8,000 students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of 
Preschool, French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and 
International Baccalaureate programs catered to students and parents of the Grande Prairie 
community. Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves 
students from Preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment 
where “Every Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and 
follow GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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